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; ’ C81~d~ial Secretary’s Office, Auckland,
August 2Oth, 1856.

"~IS Excellency the ~overnor has been
l_i pleased to appoint

DAVID ROVe~H, Esq.,
to be Collector of Customs at the Port of
:Nelson.

By. his Excdleney’s command,
C, W. R~en~onD,

Colonial Secretary.

IN THE SUPI-tE~E COURT OF NEW
ZEALAND.

~z the Estate of S~:,~vzL Yovxe, of Auck-
land, deceased Intestate.

) URSUANT lo the Rt~le of this Honorable
Cou~t, the Credil.o;s of the above named

Intestate, are, on or before the 10thday of No-
vember next, to come iu at~d prove their Debls
before La~ighlin O’Srien,. Esq, Receiver of
Infest.ate Estates, at his Office, in the’ Court
House, qu~ Street, Auckland, or, in default
fhereof, they will be peremptorily ex.ch:ded
f*om a~! bet~efit arising from the said /{state.

I,, O’Ba~,
Receiver of intestate Estates,

Supreme Court Office, Auekland~
, Mth August, 1856.

Kegistrar-General’s Office, Aue]daud,
August 20lh, 1856.

p URSUANT to the provisions of an Act of

¯ the General Assembly of New Zealand,
en0tled ’" The Marriage Act, 1854," the fol-
lowing name of.an OFFrCt,trz~r(~ Mr~sr~
within tbe meaning Of the said Act, is publish-
ed for general information :-

United Church of England and Ireland.

The Reverend Thomas Ado!t~hus Bowden,
(Spring Grove, :Nelson.)

I, Jot~x B. B~r~T~, Registrar-General of
Births, Deaths and Marriages for iXrew Zealand,
do hereby certify thatthe fo~egoiug Name of an
O~’~’m~ATtNG M~rnsT~r~ for 1856 has been duly
se,t in to me, ~n addition to thenames in thelists
published respectively on the ~5th of January,
the 19tb of March, the 1st of May, the
9lh of June, and the 15th of July of the
p~esent year, in the New Zealand Govern-
meat Gazelle,

Given under my hand, at Auek-
land, this 20lh day of August
185~.

,]’OLIN B. BENNEI’T,
Registrar. General:
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COLONIAL BANK OF ISSUE. This position on Flinder’s Chart will be is
lat., 34 o 35’ South; longitude, 193 o 28~[’TOTAL Amount of Notes in circulation at the East.

Offices of the Colonial Bank of Issue, at: Passing 3~[ miles Southward of the Reef at
Auckland and Wellington, on the 12th dav l 10~[ hours a.m~, the weather being fine, and a
of July, 1856, being the close of the pre. [

long swell rolling in from the S.W., the shoalceding four weeks.

~;l. and upwards ................. £23,665
Under 5~. ...................... 22,508

Total .......... 46,173

Total Amount of Coin held by the same
offices on the same day :m

Goldman......,~,., ........ . ... £14,534i
Silver .......... ................ 639

Total .......... 15,173
I, Henry Sewell, the Colonial Treasurer, do

hereby certify that the above is a true ac-
count, as required by the Ordinance, No. 16,
Session 8.

H~RY SEWELL,
Colonial Treasurer.

Dated at Auckland, this 5th
day of August, 1856. .

The sum of £31,000 has been in-
vested under the Warrant of His ExcelIency
the Governor in the purchase of £33,066 ! ls.
lld. $ per cent.--Consols, by arrangements
made through the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury.

Colonial Secretary’s Circe, Auckland,
18th August, 1856.

H IS - Excellency the Governor has been
plea~ed t~ direct that the f~llowing

" Notice to Mariners" from the Government
Gazette of Western Australia, should be pub-
lished for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
C. W. RIc~Mo~u,

Colonial Secretary.
f

~NOTICE TO MARINERS.

Co[onl~! Secretary’s O~ce, Perth~
__ ~M~y 1 ,1856.

THE,followi~’~port on. Pollock Reef,
..L is pubtished:f6r general information.

By, his Excellency’s command,
FR~.m P. BARr.EE,
Colonial Secretary:

~ POLLOCK REEF.

~Ihe above dangerous reef was seen by me
wht~0h ~ a, ~fromo Adel~ to Swan
River in the brigantine " Robert Clive" on
21st April, ]856/and by favoulable observa-
tions was found to lie 14 miles in direction
South half East (magnetic) from the nearest
part of the South East Isles of the Recherche

rchip.elago.

water was observed from aloft to extend about
one mile in an East and West direction, and
to be 200 yards in width, but breakers exten-
ded over only one-third of that space, in pro-
bably 2 or 3 fathoms water. The shoalest
part was near the centre, where the sea broke
abruptly against a small rock which had ap-

parently not more than @~@ feet:~ on
it.

As this.reef lies in the direct track of vet-.
sels rounding the South East Isles, and is en-
tirely under water, it is dangerous to approach¯
in the night or in thick weather, for the
soundings are deep close up to it, and give no
warning of its vicinity.

The third South East Isle mentioned in the’
note upon Flinders Chart does not exist.

J. S. Ko~,
Surveyor General.

Colonial Secretary’s Ofl~e~, /~uckland,
18th August, d856.

H I S Excellency the GOvernor has been
pleased to direct that the following Cir,

cular Despatches from tier Majesty’s principal
Secretary of State for the Colouies, should be
published for General information.

~: By His Excellency’s command,
C. W. RXCHMOND,

Colonial Secretary..

18th April, 1856.
Sta.--I transmit̄  to you enclosed, a printed"

Copy of an Order made by the Queen in
Council, under date of the 9th instant, revoking
Her Majesty’s Order of the ~9th day of March;
1854, by which it was directed that no Ves-
sels belonging to Her Majesty’s subjects should
be permitted to. clear out fm Russian Ports ;
and~ that a general embargo should be made
of all’Russian Vessels, togsther with the per-
sons and effects on board the said Vessels in
the ports of Her Majesty’s Dominions.

I also transmit to you herewith, for ycur
information, a further printed Copy of an-’
Order made by the Queen in Council on the
9th instant, directing that the several prohi-
bitions, be taken offwhich now subsist on the
exportation out of the United Kingdom, or:
upon the carrying coastwise, of arms, ammu-
nition, gunpowder, saltpetre, brimstone, marine-
engines, and boilers, and the component parts:~
thereof, lead, nitrate of soda, sulphate and.

I mutiateafpQtash, certain descript~ of iron,i and other articles mentioned in H~r Majesty’s:

Proclamatiou of the 18th FeL.ruary, 1854, and:
ih divers subsequent Orders in Council.

I have, &c., &-c,
H. LAaovcsssm-

Governor Gore Browne, ~: ~r
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Av TH~ Cou~.T AT BUCKINGHAM P~.LAC~, THE 9TH
DAY OP APRIL ]856; PRESENT, THE QUEE~I’S

I~OST ~XC]~LLRNT I~IAJ]~STY IN COUNCIL.

9lh April, 1856.

Order revoking an Order of 29lh March 1854
prev~ing Yessels clearing out for Russia, and
laying an Embargo on Russian Vessels.

WH~R~,S a Treaty of Peace and Friendship
has been signed between Her Majesty and Her
Allie~ aud the Emperor of all the’ Russias, it is
this Day ordered ~by Her Majesty, by and with
the Advice of Her Privy Council, That the Order
made by Her Majesty in Council bearing Date
the 29lh Day of March 1854, by which it is di.
retted "that no Ships or Vessels belonging to any
" of I-].er Majesty’s Subjects be permitted to enter
" and clear out for any of the Ports of Russia
" until further Order, and that a General Em-
" bargo or Stop be made of all Russian Ships
" and- Vessels whatsoever now within or which
"shall hereafter come into any of the Ports, Har-
" boars, or Roads within any of Her Majesty’s
" Dominions, together with all Persons and El-
" feels on board the said Ships or Vessels," and
~" such Parts of any other Orders in Council as
prohibit Trade with Russia, be henceforth revoked
and discharged.

And the Right tIon’ourable the Lords Commis-
sioners of Her Majesty s Treasury, the Lords Com-
missioners of the kdmiralty, and the Lord War-
den of the Cinque Ports are to give the necessary
Directions herein, a~ to them may respectively
appe~aim

C. C. GREVILLE.

XXX.

ATV~ Count AT BUCXLSG~AM PALACE, T~ 9TH
DAY OF APRIL, 1856; PaESENT, THE QUSE~’S
~OST ]~XCf~I,LENT MAJ.~TY IN COUNCL~,

9lh April, 1856.

Or(ter ta~ing off all Prohibitions on the Exporta-

tion of Arms, A~aunition, etc.

I’T is this Day ordered by Her Majesty in
Counci! that the Prohibitions now subsisting un-
der Her Majesty’s Royal Proclamation of the
t8th Day of February IS54, and under divers
subsequent Orders of Council on the Exportation
out of the United Kingdom or carrying Coast-
wise of Arms, Ammunition, Gunpowder, Salt-
petre, and Brimstone, Marine Engines and Boilers,
and the componen~ parts thereof, Lead, iNitrate
of Soda, Sulphate and Muriate of Potash, certain
Descriptions of Iron, and other articles mentioned
in such Proclamation and Orders, be and the said
several Prohibitions are heleby taken off+

And the Right Honourable the Lords Commis-
sioners of Her Majesty s Treasury. the Commis,
stoners for ekeeuting the Office of Lord High
Admiral of Great Britain, and the Right Hon-
ourable Lord Panmure, One of Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretaries of State, are to give the
necessary Directions herein as to them may res-
pectively appertain.

C. C. GREVILLE.

[CIRCULAR.]
Downing-street,

15lh Marchs 1856.

Sm,~I transmit to you herewith a Copy of an’
Order of the Queen in Council, which has been
made in pursuance of the 59lh Section of the
Passengers Act, for enforcing older and cleanli--
hess, and securing proper ventilation on board
of Passenger-ships, iu substitution for the Order
issued in October, 1852, under the Passen-
gers Act of that year.

You wilt cause Her Majesty’s Order to be
~ffixed in the several Custo.ns’ Houses, ifi the
Police Offices, and ia the Oftlces of Captains
of the Ports ; and you will otherwise give every
publicity to the same.

I have, &c.. &c,
W. LABOCHERE~

ffovernor Gore Browne.

AT THE COURT AT BUCKINGHAM PALACe, THIn
25TH DAY oF FEBRUARr 1856 ; PRESENT, T~E
~UEI~N~S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WHeReAS by the "Passengers Act, 1855," i~
is amongst other things enacted, that it shall be
lawful for Her Majesty, by any order iu Council,
to prescribe such rules and regulations as to Her
Ma.~v may seem fit for preserving order, pro-
mo~in~/ health, and securing cleanliness and ven-
tilation on board of passenger ships proceeding
from the United Kingdom to any port or place
in Her Majesty’s possessions abroad, and the said
rules and regulations irom time to time in like
manner to alter, amend, and revoke~ as occasion
may require :

And whereas it is expedient to revoke an order
in Council made at a Court held at Windsor, on
the sixteenth day of October one thousand e~ght
hundred and fifty-two, in virtue of the provisions
of the "Passengers Act, 1852,, (now repealed,)
land to make a new Order in Council :

Now,~ thcrefcre, Her !~Iajesty doth, by and with
the advice of Her Privy Council, and in pursu-
ance and exercise of the authority vested in her
by the said " Passengers Act, 1855," order, and
it is hereby ordered, that the said Order in
Council of the sixteenth day of October one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two Le and the
same is hereby revoked; and that the following
shall henceforth be the rules for preserving order,
for promoting health, and for securing cleanliness
and ventilation, to be observed on board of every
~assengcr ship proceeding from the United King-
lore to any port or place in Her Majesty’s
possessions abroad out of Europe, an’d not, bein~[ . ¯ ° ca
w~thm the Medtte~ranean Sea.

1. All passengers who shall not be prevented:
by sickness or other sufficient cause, to be
determined by the surgeon, or in shipscar-
~ying no surgeon, by the master, shall rise
not later than seven o’clock, A.M, at which
hour the iires shall be lighted..

2. I~ shall be the duty of the cook or cooks,
appointed under the thirty-ninth section of
the said "Passengers Act, 1855," to light the
fires, and to take care that they he kept
alight during the day ; and also to take care
that each passenger¯ or famil¯ y of passengers
shall have the use of the fireplace at proper
hours, in an order to be fixed by the master.

3. When the passengers are dressed, their bcds~
shall be rolled up,
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4. The deek~ including the space under the
bottom of the berths, shall .be swept before
l~reakfast, and all dirt thrown overboard.

5’ The .breakfast hour shall be from eight to
niche o’clock A.~. Betore the commencement
of breakfast, all the emigrants, except as
hereinbefore excepted, are to be out of bed
and dressed, and the beds rolled up, and the
deck on w~aiCh the emigrantJ live properly
swept.

6. The deck shall further be swept after every
meal, and after breakfast is concluded shall
be also dry holystoned or scraped. This
duty, as well as that of cleaning the ladders,
hasvitals and l~uud houses, shall be per-

" ~~~l~arty who shall be taken in
rotation from the adult males above fourteen,

m the proportion of five to every one
hundred emigrants, and shall be considered
as sweepers for tile day. But the single
women shall perform this duty in their own
compartment, where a separate compartment
~s allotted to them, and the occupant of each
berth shall see that his own berth is well

_ brushed out.
7. Dinner shall commence at one o’clock r.~.,

an~ supp@ at six r.~,
8. The fires shall be extinguished at seven P ~t.,

unless otherwise directed by the master or
required for the use of the siek;!aud the
emigrants shall be in their berths at ten
o’clock v-~., except under the permission or
authority of the surgeon, or if there be no
surgeon, of the master.

9. Off each passenger deck there shall be lit
at dusk and kept burniug till daylight, three
safety lamps, and such further number as
shall allow one to be placed at each of the
hatchways used by passengers.

10. No naked light shall be allowed between
decks or in the hold, at any time or on any
account.

ll.The’scuttle~n.d stern ports, if any, shall,
Wea~er pe~fting,: be opened u*t seven-I
o’clock A.M. and kept open till ten o’clock
p.~.; and the hatches shall be kept open
whenever the weather permits.

12. The coppers and cookitag utensils shall be
cleaned every day, and" the cisterns kept
filled with water.

13. The beds shall be well shaken and aired on
deck, weather permitting, at least twice a
week.

lh. The bottom boards of the berths, if not fix,
tares, shall be removed and dry-scrubbed,
and, weather permitting, taken on deck, at
least twice a week.

15. Two days in’the week shall be appointed by
the mastex as washing days ; but no washingS,
or drying of Clothes shall on any account be
permitted between decks.

16. On Sunday mornings the passengers shall be
mustered at ten o clock A.M, and will be
expected to appear in clean and decent ap-
parel. The Lord’s Day shall be observed as
religiously as circumstances will admit.

17.No spirits or gunpowder shall be taken on
board by any passenger; and if either of

: ~.~b~e areclea be discovered ia the possession
.... ot~ p~4t shal~bt~ ~iato:~he cus:.

tody of the master during the voyage, d~id
net returned to the passenger until he has
la~ded or is on the point of landing.

18. No loose hay or straw shall be allowed below
for any purpose.

19. No smoking shall be allowed between decks,
20. All gambling, fighting, riotnus, disorderly,

or quarrelsome conduct, swearing, and violen- t
or indecent languag% arc strictly prohibited

21. Fire-arms, swords, and other offensive wen-
puns shall, as soon as the passengers embark,

¯ be placed in the custody (ff the maste~,. 
22. No sailor shall he allowed to remah~ oJ! ~e

passenger deck among the passengers, except
on duty.

23. No passenger shalI go te the ship’s cook-
house without special permission from the
master, nor remain in tho.far~eaat~ among
the sai!o~;s o~ any accaunt .....

24. In vessels not expressly" r~eq~u]red~Sy ~n~-aid
"Passengers Act, 1855," tti ~ave-o~ board
such ventilating apparatus as therein men-
tioned, such other provision shall be made

. far xentilation:as shall.be required by the
’ " Emigration Dfflce~ at -th~’ii~rr~:~f~-cm~k,

ation, or, in Lis absence, by the officers:of
Customs.

25. And to prevent all doubtgiu the construc-
tion of this Order in CounCil it is hereby
further oMercd, that the terms "United:
Kingdom," "Passenger,’" "Passehger Ship,"
"Passenger Deck," and "Master" shall
herein have the same significations as are
assign.ed to them respectively in:-the said
"Passengers Act, 1855." : ....

And the Right Honourable Henry Labouchere,
one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
is to give the necessary directions herein ac-
6ordingly.

W~. L. BATHURST,

[CIRCULAR.~

Downing-street,
April Ist~ !$56.

SIa,--~I transmit to you herewith copies of
two General Orders, which the Commissioners
of Customs, have issued to their Officers in the
United Kiv.gdom, with regard to the carry-
ing into effect certain provisions of the
~¢Ierehaut Shipping Act~af4~4=:i ~aa~ve
to instruct you to cause these General Orders
to be delivered to t!~e l~egistrars of Shipping
in the C~dn:~y o~ New Zealand, for the guidance
of those Of/icers in all cases similar to those in
which the Orders are applicable.

I have, &c, &e.
~r. LABOUCHERE.

Governor Gore Browne.

176
~o.~

1855.
~By the Commissioners for managi~q and

causiz~ ~o be levied and collected Her
2lajesty’s Customs and other JZ)u~ies.

17th December~ 1855.
R~t~) the Reports of the Solicitor, the Chief

Registrar of’ Shipping, and the Surveyor-General
for Tonnage, suggesting that further instructions
may be issued to the Registrars on the fbllowing
~oints, for their guidance in carrying out the pro-
visions of the Act 17th and 18lh Victoria, chap.
104~and 18lh and 19lh Victoria, chap¯ 91, in re-
gard :te the registry of British. Sh~: vi~. ::~ :

That an application to the Board froin the
t Owners, requiring a vessel to be re.measured,
under the 27lh see. of the Merchant Shipping
Act, be dispensed with, and that upon a written

application from the Owner, the Registrar may
cause the ~essel to be re-measured" under the
Regulations of the said section, transmitting to

[ the Board a c~uarterly account of the Vessels re"
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lneasured; the charge for measurement to be
made in accordance with the General Order, No.
65, 1855, at the rate of 78. 6d. for each area, but
to be paid only for the number of areas actual/y
measured.

That whenever a ship has been measured under
the27th sectio% or when any alteration has taken

~lace at a port other than that at which the ship
as been registered, the Registrar do transmit the

Certificate of Survey and Formula to the Regis-
trar at the Port of Re~stry, apprizing that
officer that he has altered the Certificate of Re-
gistry in accordance therewith; that the Regis’
trar at tile Port of Registry, do thereupon alter
the Register Book, and advise the Chief Regis-
trar of such alteration having been made.

That with reference to the 12lh section of the
Merchant Shipping Amendment Act, 18th and
19lh Victoria, chapter 91, the Registrar on ad-
vising the particulars for the transfer of registry
tin another Port, do state whether the Certificate
of Registry has been delivered up to him.

That the maximum charge of 7s. 6d. for each
transverse section be made for ships measured
under the provisions of the 14lh section of the
Merchant Shipping Amendment Act.

That the Certificates of all cancelled Registries
be forwarded when cancelled to the Chief Regis-
trar of Shipping, with a memorandum noted
thereon of the grounds upon which the Registry
has been cancelled or closed.

That the instruction to the Measuring Officers.
in the General Order NO. 64, 1855~ whmh re-
quires "tile official number" to be shown on the
form of the particulars of measurement of a ves-
sel, be rescinded, and that in future the Registrar
do not give aa official number to a vessel prior to
the registry thereof.

The Board approve of the additional instruc-
tions proposed, and the several Registrars are to
govern them~t~es accordingly.

CusToM HousE, ~.~ONDON.
20lh December, ] 855.

TrtE aforegoing Copy of the Board’s Minute of
the 17lh instant, is transmitted to the Collector
and Comptroller at
for their information and guidance.

By Order of the Commissioners,
F. G. GARDNER.

71
N0.~--

1855.
CUST012[ HOUSE, ~tJONDON.

lbth May, 1855.
GENTLEM~,

In consequence of the numerous Letters
~vhiclt have beth received from the Out Ports,
requesting information relating to the Registry
of Vessels under the ~:Lerchant Shipping-Act,
1854,

I am directed by the Board to acquaint you,
for the information of yourselves and all parties
concerned,

That the Old Law having been repealed, no
operatiou under its provisions is intended for the
future ;

That it is not now requisite, as formerly, that
Ships shou~ld be registered anew on change of
proper~ uuless the Owners desire it ;

That ships registered "prior to the 1st May,
1855, may re,sin their oid Registries : . .

That ships may, ,~i~lx ~,he sanction el the
Board~ and on payment of the expenses, be re-
measured under the New L~w if the Owners
desire it, and retain their old Registries, the same
being m~rked with any alteration of Tonnage
~Ch re-measurement may res~!t in, bu£ that

Ships required to be registered a-new mugs o~
necessity be re-measuxed under the New I.~w;
and Ships registered prior to the 1st May, 1855,
transferred from one Port to another, must im
ike manner be re-measured.
That in case~ where Ships are registered under

~he Old Law, and the Certificate of Registry may
have been lost or obliterated, the Certificate
given in lieu should he on the Old Form as being
that alone applicable to the particulars found in
the Registry ;

dAnd whenever ships have been once measure
under the New Law, that it is no~ requlsi~’3~
should be again measured on Registry a-new, ex-
cept under the circumstances enumerated in the
~6th Section of the Merchant Shipping Act.

I am, &c., &c.,
C. CLARIDGE.

Pro Assis~an~ ~ecretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Ofl~ce, Auckland
18lh August, 1856.

H IS Excellency the Governor has been
Dleased to direct that the following

letters from Captain Denham, R.N. to the
Hydrographer of the Admlrahy, respecting
Islands and Reefs in the South Western Pacific
Ocean, should be published for general infor-
mation.

By his Excellency’s command,
C. W,~,crmoN~,

CW/’onial Secretary.

NOTICE TO MARINERS.

Hydrographic Notice.

[No. 2.]
ISLANDS ;AND REEFS IN THE SOUTH-

WESTERN PACIFIC OCEA~T,

H.M.S. Herald, Norfolk Island,
12lh June, 1855.

My letter of the 18lh of May will have apprized
you of my ihtended route to resume the Fiji sur-
vey, viz;, by Lord Howe island, there to test a
position assigned to an island, 1% 79 ~ E. 84 milea
from Lord Howe island, in a published eha~t by
Laurie ; ~hen to Norfolk island, and then to the
only position (of the several assigned to the Rosa-
retta reef,) which I had not been able to examine
during my last season’s work, and which latter
position would place it about 800 miles S, 72 ~ E.
of Norfolk island, and whereon it is asserted that
a prize vessel in charge of a naval officer was
wrecked last war.

2. Accordingly I landed at our former observa-
tory site on Lord Howe island on the 27th May,
and verified its longitude, tile meridian distance
coming out so close as to confirm the character of
our thirteen chronometers in a way which
rendered i¢ quite unnecessary to wait the usual
interval for flesh rates. The mean of our
meridian distances between Garden island,Sydney,
and Lord Howe island in 1853 and 1854 amounted
to oh 8lm 22s E.; the result of our late four
days run gave oh 81m 2ls E. I therefore do not
disturb the longitude 159 ~ 6’ o" E. of Green-
wich, which I transmitted for Middle Beach,
Lord Rowe island, on the 19~h of Much 1854.

3. With so excellent a departure I shaped a
course the same evening that should place me on
the l~arallel of the reported islat~d by day break ;
and, t~tex traversing in beautiftflly clear weather
over a ~pace that would have detected auythinl~
.on the horizon within a degree of longitude ann
half a degree of latitude of the spot assigned, viz.
31 c 17’ S. 160 ~42’ E., and dropping the lead
around in 200 fathoms, and on the givenT~ spo~ in
235 fathoms, no bottom, I felt authorized to enter
in my journal that no such island exis~z ~
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that its reported existence must have arisen from I obtained, Looking, however, to the pass~e before
some voys~,or seeing Lord Howe island when his | me, °and to dispel evens-shadow of uucertsj~ty
longitnde:was~aut ~degree, and his ret~tPre post. |"reg~rding’cllnching the l~ositionof this island,:.~
tio~h-thg suppogedsnew’, islamtan0t ver~ skil- | deter~ir~ed to testmy ~at~s.by a.sea day interval:~
f u~terrdfned: ~R wilt, be ~e~e~that the dif- ,WhiCh, being obtainedyield& :
fe~vnc’e in latitude, is no more than a’10ose bearing h m s
lind distance might impart. I could c~aly account Meridian- dist. from Lord:Howe .
in thh~w/tyfdr tt~ two~siandsTin vaiff~searched island, forward rates ,. - . 0 35~’02 ’~
for 4ast year’, aImb~t-in’ dight 0i~Shnd/~y~shnd, ’as ~ ,. ~ ~. bvbaek~tos.,0 35 28.09E~
laict °down m the :same"~ehart~ ~ but whmh I’ i ....
submit~d in .my ~" ~ep6rtof last~ CruiSe dated ,, ,, 1Kean -0 35 28’55 E.
24th Febrttary, I855. might be exp~flg~d. " Longitu(le in time, Lord Howe

4. The passage to Norfolk island oceupieffelght i ~sland . . . 10 36 23’09 E
day~t:--t~ht tn~lghl~winds kepQ T~s four dayS] ’ ....... : ....

~l~l~i’t.~0ur ~ae~k’,till the way~- " ,, ,, No~0lk’is]aniVi~I~ ~10:~I2"45
¯ from Port Jackson was rendered as :frditful a~ pos=~ ....

sible in rea, ard to ~otlne the curren~ demareation:~ ~’ r ._ ,~^_^~ ..... ~-~--~ *^ "-~’ ...... ~-t the
gns ot me ~raoe anu.’ wartames on tins. route a~ Vi,~,u~,nhio. ~,sition ,f Norfolk island may be re-

hLs season oftheyear,~ogether with such b~rds and enrd~d ~ havin~ its l~ndin~ rock on the ~ettle--
fishesad-p~esent :~hemselves ; and by frequent casts | ~,’~’,-~ ,,,’-~7~-,’,,,~.h ~ ~a~in
of the ~eud~t~" 200:~thoins, w~th a wgfiant mast- / o
head lookout, satisfying ourselves that the way is La~tude: - 29 3 45 S
clear of islands, or even growing-up dangers, over
an ample radius::upoa ev- ery mile of the ship’s
track, and whicI~ Our track-charts will display,
the :extent of night visi6n being dhtinguished from
that ~bi~ day.

& Bearing in mlncl the interest to science, and
your particular notice of the deep’sea Soundings I
obtained ~ast year between Lord-Howe island and
New Zealand, bringing up the bottom in 755
fathoms, I seized an interval to lower boats at
sea for such operations,, . and obtained ....an up and
down cast, but w~out stroking soundings m
1,112 fathoms, at ~ch depth the temperature
proved to be :~0 o of Fahrenheit, while the
surface water stood at a temperature of 68 °.
This cast was taken when Norfolk island bore N.
40~ E., distance 54’. Again, the next day
(June 3rd), I tried for bottom in 500 fathoms,
when the island was only tw, nty-two miles dis-
taut ~on the bearing of 1~, 71 o E, but did not
ground the lead. :ff~/e~teff~eratuf-~2~0fathoms
wasfound to be 44 ¢~ ~ while that of the surface and
the airshowed 48¢. These submarine tempera-
tures corroborated those obtaTned and transmitted
in 1852-3 and 4, in very distant positions, and
when the temperature of air and surface water
differed ten and eleven degrees from that at the
present test, the minimum temperature is 40 c,
whether the depth be 1,500, 1,200, 1,000, 900, or
800 fathoms, At less than the latter depth, the
submarine temperature gradually rises, being
only 11 ¢~ and 10 ~ lower than thesurface in 300
and 200 fathoms, until at 30 fathoms it is the same,
observing that all our tests have been between the
the parallels of 30 ¢> : north, 42 o south. By these
deep sea casts in:prozimity with ~ortblk island,
it appears that its base or bank of soundings rises
much more abruptly than that of New Zealand
I should not have been content with my 1,t12
fathoms, but that the opportunity was brief, the
wind springing up and the swell embarrassing the
boats.

6. It had bee~ published in the Sydney papers,
as resulting from a cruize of tim Torch, that the
longitude of Norfolk island was in error in some
charts-68" ; and on my consulting the published
boo~hd 0ha~’~ldrbrg my ~pwsag¢ thither, I
found discrepancies which made me unusually
anxious to clear up the point, otherwiss it was my
intention to have passed well southward of the
island to avoid the skirt of the southeasters, and
so direct for the Rosaretta feet, and then take the
start for Fiji, experience having taught me that
this detour from Sydney to the Friendly islands
makes the best passage.

7. Having effected a landing on Norfolk is~affrl
on the 6th instant, a precarious process, but in
our case without accident to any person or the
instruments, a very satisfactory set of observations
includirg ciroum-meridians for latitude, whe~

Longitude
~agnetio. variation ~n June 1"855) 167 58 1234 E.

while Mount Pitt, the highest point of the island,
towards its north-~vest endi as deduedd trigonome-
trically, is in--

Latitude 29 . 0 56 S
Longitude 167 57 0 E
~levated above the sea, 1,039 feet, and visible 36
miles.

The desirableness of such record will be obvious
on reference to the tollowing published posttions~

Lat. S. Long. E.

Rsper’s Maritime positions, 1849 28 58 167 46
Fi~dlay’s List . ~ ".. 29 2 167 4g
Admiralty Chart, Captain kiraoly,

1823 29 5 168 2
Laurie’s chart, 184~ - ~ . : ~- - .~0~,~.

8. The very boisterous weather in this region
at this, its winter season, occasionin~ the shifting
of the ship from one side of the island to the
other for shelter, has obstructed the surveying
operations I designed ; nevertheless by th~ ,.ss~-
duity of Lieutenant Hutchison and 5~[r. Smith,
as well as Messrs. Howard and Wilds, I shall be
enabled to improve Bradley’s chart, in regard to.
anchorage soundings, the edge of soundings, and
its direction of meridian.*

9. I may remark, in conclusion, that I found
the island no longer a penal settlement. The con-
vict establishment was withdrawn on the 7th of
May ; and it is at present occupied by an assistant
commissary storekeeper, with a few hands engaged:
in rendering into tallow the surplus sheep intended
for the Pitcairn Islanders, who are daily expected
to occupy the island, and whose hearts and minds,
simple though they be, will not fail to adore the
Queen and country which puts them iu possession
with fostering solicitude, of the must lovely island
conceivable, with all the facilities for industry
and comfort, ; comprising fifteen square miles of
lanl capable of tillage, 800 acres cleared and
fenced, beautiful roads intersecting it, eighty-one
substantial buildings, including chapel, school-
room, hospital, barracks, dwelling houass, cot t~ges~.
mills, and workshops, together with housenom
furniture, artizans’ tools, and agricultural imple-
ments, the gardens stocked with seed, and the
farms with 2,000 sheep, 300 cattle, horse% pigs,
and poultry. A bounteous bestowal indeed. Mr.
Wilson’s drawings will conve~, a Iletter idea of the
settlement than can my pen.

H. M. D~.~.

* The new plan of Norfolk island is in the
engraver’s hands and will be published about the
1st April, 1856.--En.
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H.M.S. Herald, Ovalau,~ Fiji,¯ PAth July, 1855,"
I aV~ailmyself~)f a vessel which I find here on

thestart for Valparaiso te acquaint you with my
proceedings since:I lek Norfolk island on the 12th
nlt,, and vcher6 1 teft a despatch (No. 2), a du’
pllca~e of which I now enclose.

2. Adverso east wind, with very boisterous
wcathe~:obllged me to sight the Three Kings of
Ne~ Zealand before I could obtain as much south-
ing:in the wind as enabled me to lie up for the
assigned positions of the Rosaretta reef. This
was brought about on the 22nd June ; and after
obtaining most satisfactory departure bearings,
which placed the ship seven miles N. 22 ¢ W.
from the north’western King, in Int. 84 ~ 1’ 48" S,
long; 172° 7’ 17" E, where we had soundings
85(i fathoms, pale grit and broken shells, we were
in the group of assigned positions on the 24th,
favoured by the sun and’stars for the frequent de-
termination of the ship’s position, and hence we
decidedly passed over each of the following given
positions oi that reef in 200 fathoms, no bottom,
and without being abio todraca a sign of such reef:

Raper, Maritime Positions, 1849 30 25 S 173 45 E
lqndlay’s List, 1851 - 38 10 ,, 17345 ,,
Laurie’s Chart, 1849 - 30 30,173 33 ,,

Our range of vision inthe search can vouch for
the non-existence of the reef in question within
the space bounded by the meridians 173 ~ and
174° E, between the parallels 29° 50f and
80 o 40’ S. Nevertheless I look to giving this
terrible vigia another search, even to a full degree
east and west.of those negatived meridians in nay
next year’s passage from Sydney to this region ;
and nothing but stress of weather, which drove
me to lbeward wi~h loss of quarter davits carried
by the tterald, twenty-two feet above the water
llne, prevented a search which should result in
sighting it or afford reason for expunging it from
the charts.

3. ~¢I~’ndxt~proceeding was~:to test the position
of a reef thus quoted in my hydrographic instruc-
tions of the 14th of May, 1852, in paragraph 18 :

" One of these (insulated reefs) in latitude 24~ o 40’
" S., 174,~43’ :E., is the most dangerous, fro!n being
" level with the water. It wa~ seen by Captain Bethune,
"in H.M.S. Conway, in 1838."

4. The wind, no.T in the S.E. trades, and th~
weather (as this 360 mile run linked me with the
tropics) highly favoured the search for Conway
Reef; but after exploring a space embracing
thirty miles east and west oi its ass~gne~l longi-
tude, head and look out, indeed, be~n% vigilantly
exercised from lon_~itude 174 o 10’ to ~175 ~ 20’
between the parallels of 24 ¢ 14’ and 24 ~ 52’ 5"
without any indication, such as the usual presence
of sea fowl and flying fish, which generally pre-
cede the discovery of breakers in this region, I
was constrained t~ conclude that the latitude 24 v
40’ S. given, meant 21 ¢: 40’ ; fi)r upon the meri-
dian named I could trace in documents around me
assigned positions of a reefl80 miles further no~h.

Lat. S. Long. E.
!

Cheyne]s list, 1852, - - 21 40 174 43
Findlays list, 1851, - - 21 40 17440
Laurie’se~(Botge.rreef) 21 86 17440
Samoan Gaze~e,1854 (Rapid) 36 17450
Aud in due course, guided by these positions and
and the usual indications, I was enabled to anchor
the tterald:$1ongside of a reef, on the 2nd of this
month, July:

5. This reef, which I shall call Con, way Reef,
(until I hear that Captain Betbunes original
figures really read 24 o 40’, when another search
must be instituted on his parallel) afforded the
most deliberate means of deciding its position of
any reef of this Atoll c~aracter that I have fallen
in with ; inasmuch that it presents a sandbank in
its centre, 300 yarns long, by seventy-five yards

wide, elevated six and ah~lf feet above high water.
level. The coral ovai-formed 14m~c~he~eefiJ
only awash at low water, subject to a tidal rise of
five and a half feet, and trends east an& wear one
and a half miles by half a mile in width. !Equal ~.:
altitudes and. circum,meridian observatianw upc~.~
the sandbank place, the centre of this reef in lati- ,,,
tude 21 o 44’ 48" S., aadby meridiem distance with ....
this well determined spot,’ after apportiQniag the ....
hack rates of thirteen chronometers to an e~even-
day run thither, in longitude 174 o 36: 55" E.,
The Magentic variation came out 10 o 34 E., and :
tho, time of high water at F, and C, ¥IIh, 42m,
So ~’emarkably steep to is this reef that with our
anchor in thirty fathoms~at,~u~~~
we had 101 fathoms under the ship s~$tern~ ~’

The accompanying paper, drawn up by assis-
tant-surgeon J, Denis ]Kacdonald~ results from
his indefatigable visit with me ~to the reef,.and
will describe its natural=history, while ~he .tracila~
of our projection, on the scale of one inch to a
mile, will place its contou~ and proportions befor~
yOU.

6. It wasa gloomy fact that the Conwey reef
had, within the,last six months, proved fatal to e:
fine ship, the bows and bead,gear ~)f which are
still reared up on the windward margin of it, and
visible for eight miles before the leaping breakers
can be made out. There were, likewise, two
bower anchors at another part of the direful wea-
ther margin of this reef. A rudely-carved bottom
board of a boa~ lay upon the sandbank, thus let-
tered, "Ship Logan, wrecked 26th Jany. /.55,
bound to Fiji." She was evidently a whaler.
There were no indications of prolonged occupa-
tion or sufferings upon "~he sandbank, and all her,
boats would, it seemed, have been extricated"
and so indeed it pr.)ved, for, on our arrival at
Ovalau, the event was fully known. The master
and crew, except four who were panic-struck and
drowned at the instant, reached this place
quickly; and subsequently, in a vessel bound to
Sydney, they bore the intelligence of their disas-
ter, and which, I learn, the master of this Ameri,
can whaler ascribes to the reef being laid down
forty miles in error upon his chart. This, as a
cause of such disasters, I may say is now obviated
by the Herald visiting it ; and further so, if my
design of planting a grove of cocoa-’nut trees upon
the sandbank ttourishes.

7. From Conway Reef I desired to test Under-
wood Reef, as exhibited in Laurie’s chart at 140
miles to the N.E. in latitude 20 ¢ 20’ S, 176°
48’ E., but prevaling easterly winds prevented my
doing so without incurring an undue accumula-
tion of rates for back meridian distance, with
regard to Levuka observatory spot of 1854, and
Con~vay Reel

8. It was on the evening of the 7th July that I
fetched up under the lee of the Western extreme
of Fiji (Viti Levu), and sighted the barrier reef
of Malolo. From tbe~ce I worked round south-
eastward to and through the Kaudavu channel ;
in the centre of which, i.e., midway (fifteen miles
from either shore) between Mbenga Island and
Kandavu island, we brought the bottom up from
a perpendicular sounding of 1,020 fathoms, the
microscopic developement of ~hieh is so novel
and interesting that assistant-surzeon Macdonald
will be as disapointed as myself ~t" his paper and
illustrations cannot be prepared for this enclosure.
In this, we trace at once frmn thirty to forty
distinct genera of foraminifera, most of which
belong to existing forms, though only traceable as
fossils in the northern hemisphere; besides the
negative casts of lead to 200 fathoms, no bottmn,
at every ten miles from Conway reef. I availed
myself of the light windst/md smooth water after
entering this Arehipelagd te carry soundings of
440 and 360 fathoms (light brown ~nud) to within
four miles of the barrier reef of ~bau waters.

9. On resuming our former cordial commerce
with our Fiji acquaintances it was gratifying
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indeed to find the na~e~ viehg I with our
misalonary ~ds ofMbau and Levuka to greet

10. The community at I~vuka now comprises
"BO British subjects, 470 converted ~natives, 2,9
~hool attendants ; it is the central trading station
in Fiji, with an accessible harbour for any sized
ship, a plan of which and of the island (which
numbers a population of 4,650) was forwarded on
the 24th February, 1855. +

U. You will congratulate me on having been
able to convey from Sydney and Norfolk island to
this place, in promising condition, one bull, three
Cows, two rams, four ewes, with ge~e and ducks,
Jlnd a 1

a~,n’~--~-~T~",

" ":c~ "..... ~.T~+~p. ~ ~ ...... , frult~ and vegetable
seeds, ai~d plants, whereby our resident country-
men and future voyagers will be able to enjoy
Christmas and Michaelmas fare, notwlthstandln~
the temperature may never be below 70 o.

12. The still waters of Levuka have been taken i
advantage of to swing ship again, so that our
azimuths and amplitudes between this and Sydney
will be properly corrected for local deviation.

13. ! find I am enabled to forward herewith the
following tracings :--1. Norfolk Island; 2. Its
south aspect; 3. Plan of settlement ; 4. Conway

reef; 5. Microscopic examination of soundlags* ;
6. Surgeon Rayner’s natural history of Nor~otk
Island* ; 7. Asslstant~Surgeon Macdonald’s do. of
Conway reef; and de@riptive imper on sounding* ;
8. Mr. Milne (gardendr),list of trees andvegetables
at Norfolk Island.t

14. With our new rates under this our Fiji
standard meridian, I purpose occupuing the next
six weeks of the sun being within measure by~

sextant and artifical horizon for ci~um-meridians
(night observations not being always practicable
amongst savages) to determine the relative posi-
tions of.Mbau, the extremes of Kandavu, Matuka

slant to ~e the salient features’b~’the Eastern
Group, back to Ova~au, for te~t or verification,
and then devote the remainder of the year to a
detailed survey of Mbau Waters, &c. In this
programme, with what we have already done, I
anticipate a respectable annual progress.

H. M. D~NHAM,
Captain R.N in charge of the Survey. -

¯ Forwarded to Sir Roderick I. Murehinson~ Director-General
of the Museum of Practical Geology.

Forwarded to Sir William J. Hooker, DireCtor of theRoyal
Botanical Gardens at Kew,~ED.

LIST oF POSITIONS IN THE SOUTH-WESTERN PAC[:FIC OCEAN.
+

Name of Place. Exact Spot. Latitude. Longitude. Variation.

. w
o , ~, o

Port Jackson .. ! Lighthouse ., 33 51 54 S LSt 18 57 E tO O E
Lord Howe Island, Mi~’dfe

Beach .....
mils Pyra£i;i .....

N.E. Bay .... 31 3t $8 S 159 6 0 E I~ : 35 E
Peak ..... 31 45 I0 S 159 16 11 E ~2 BeE

Middleton Reef .... W. Elbow .. 29 27 40 S 159 4 18 E lO 5~ E
Elizabeth I~eef ..
Port Albert, S. side, Isle’ of

Centre .... ~9 55 20 S 159 4 30 E oE

Pines .... o. Observatory I. .. 22 42 $o S 167 28 85 E 0E
Matthewi~ock

Peak _ :.
.. 22 20 12 S 171 ~ 0 E

N~w H~s~
Aneiteum Harbour, S.W. side Observatory I. .. 20 15 17 S 169 44 44 E 10 3 E
~utuna ., , o ¯ ¯ N.W. Point ... 19 31 ~o S 170 31 13 E 9 45E
Tanna ., ., .. Port Resolution ... 19 ~1 17 S 169 28 10 E lo 0 E
Marl ........ South Point .. 21 42 0 S 168 2 ~ E lO ~ E

SOLOMON ISLaND~

San Christoval ., .,. Cape Phillip .. lo 51 23 S 1~1 26 35 E
Makeira Harbour.. 10 ~5 23 S ~6t 25 39 E 8 4oE

Guadaleanar .... Cape H, nslow .. 9 58 42 8 t60 5~ 55 E
,, ,, ** .* Wanderer Bay .. 9 41 47 S 159 39 3~ E 8 40E

N~w ZEaL~Sn--

Auckland ........ Dep6t Point ... 36 49 58 S 17~ 49 34 E 13 ~4 E

I~ S~ADE¢ GROUP--

Sund~y Is~au~ ., ¯ ̄ Centre of West Bay 29 15 30 S 177 ~4 52 W I1 18 E

~IEN DLY ISLAND~

N. ~inerva Reef .... North Elbow .. 23 37 19 S 178 48 58 W 10 47 E
S. Minerva Reef ..... Centre .... . 23 56 22 S 179 4 16 W

Mogla Island, ~. Point .. Harbour .... . ~79 5~ 5SE~

Angau Harbour .
Mumbolithe Reef, "5 8-10"m.

Western Aspect ., ~7 59 ~2 S 179 13 45 E 8 4~ E

S, 18 o W. from One Tree
Islet, off S.E. end oi Angaa 18 14 86 S ~79]7 ~0E

Le~uka, Ovalau ,. ... Missionaz~J $eh. He. 17 40 ~5 S 17s ~9 4~ E

~IW CAL~DOt~XA~

Fairway Reef, between B#lo~s
~hoals and Ne~z Caled*nia IO 7 E

~-L M. DENHAM,
Captain H.M.S: Herald, ~th April,

.~ kl~v~l;wPr~nted by W l~a~a~oll ~nd Wi~sDn~ for the New Ze~,hnd ~overnmen~,

1855.


